
Here’s how activities over the past month fit with 
the five principles on which IELC was founded.

Honouring Authenticity: Rolling the dice
IELC staff tailor activities according to student’s 
ages, abilities and interests; recent games using 
dice are a great example. Bethany and the learners 
developed a game in which they take turns rolling 
dice and the person with the highest roll (ascer-
tained by addition and comparison) gets to choose 
a toy animal to place in a barn, with the option to 
describe why they chose it or tell a story if they 
wish. In order to engage a particular learner with  
a passion for insects, Bethany modified the game 
so that he could choose an insect toy, place it in a 
net and tell a story about it. The game has been a 
huge success with all learners! 

Playing with dice offers an opportunity to learn 
subitizing – the skill of seeing a small number of 
objects and recognizing how many are there 
without counting (for example that the X pattern  
on a die means five, or a dot in each corner means 
four). Rolling multiple dice also provides opportunity 
for older children to practice counting and adding.

Reflecting Attentively: Looking back
The past month has been a time of reflection on the school year so far, 
including through report cards and Learner-Led Conferences. Learners 
have been reviewing memorable activities, adding pictures to their port- 
folios, selecting favourites, and describing them. Older children have 
been working on personal goal-setting. 
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Have feedback on this newsletter? Anything you’d like to see in future issues? 
Contact Kerry Ryan at kerryan2@gmail.com

School Scoop

On the calendar

December 23- Holiday break
January 7 

January 17 Inspired Families gathering (6:00–7:30 pm,  
 IELC classroom) – Focus: Literacy: How  
 to support your child and honour their  
 reading readiness

January 21 Board meeting (7:00 pm, location TBD)

February 2 Inservice day

Interconnecting Kinship: Let it snow!
The early snow made for lots of fun outdoor play at IELC. 
After a heavy snowfall, learners worked together to roll a 
huge snowball across the R.A. Steen courtyard, taking turns 
rolling, pushing and pulling it on a sled. Children have also 
negotiated how to share the two sleds and how to travel 
safely across the ice.   

Embodying Learning: The warmth of kindness
Remembrance Day provided an opportunity to talk about 
peace. Learners explored what it means to be peaceful and 
created a “Kindness Quilt” based on a book they read together. 
Children and staff now act as “Kindness Detectives,” identi- 
fying when they or someone else has helped another child 
or acted with kindness, in order to add to the quilt. Already, 
Bethany says the project is building kindness in the class- 
room. Kindness Detectives have discovered kids helping 
others find shoes and holding open doors for one another.

Playing Purposefully: Sense of direction
Learners continue to explore the world around them. In the 
past month, they’ve looked at landmarks during outdoor play, 
investigated maps of Canada and learned the cardinal points 
by looking at a compass. They’ve also played games modeled 
on the four directions that involve listening and jumping.

On December 13, learners and their families gathered as 
a community in celebration. After sharing a delicious meal 
donated by Shwarma Khan and IELC families, Bethany and 
the learners showcased their creativity, agility, knowledge 
and sense of fun. Learners from the literacy group performed 
a dramatic poem called Old Grumbler, morning learners 
showed off their yoga moves and “Days of the Week” routine, 
and afternoon learners demonstrated the statues movement 
song. It was a great opportunity for parents to share in their 
children’s learning. And – thanks to the generosity of our 
community – the evening raised funds for IELC programming.

What A Celebration!


